          CMPE 480 INTRODUCTION TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE     14.11.2016
RESEARCH PROJECT

This research project is about analyzing an artificial intelligence topic. The topic can be a general one such as expert systems, artificial life, philosophical issues in AI, etc. or can be a more specific topic such as the Cyc ontology, a particular chess algorithm, the resolution framework, etc. The main goal of the project is to understand both the fundamental issues and the state-of-the-art about the topic. Investigate some AI topics and choose one. Inform me by e-mail about the topic you choose until 29.11.2016. Read several publications (book chapters, journal papers, conference papers, etc.) about the topic. There are numerous conferences and journals about artificial intelligence.
Get detailed information about both the theoretical aspects and the practical applications of the topic. Consider the items in the following list that are relevant to the topic you choose (the list is not exhaustive):

· The underlying theory

· The objective of the topic and its relation with artificial intelligence

· A brief history of the topic and the main achievements

· The pioneering people in this topic and important systems and techniques

· The application areas it is used and example executions

· The success rates of the methods

Prepare a report (the suggested size is about 10 pages) that describes the topic and submit the report (both as hard-copy and via e-mail) and the papers (via e-mail) to me until 13.12.2016. (The report must be written using 12 point font size and single line spacing.) Include at the end of the report the list of all the references (book chapters, papers, technical reports, etc.) you have used in this research. The report must be consistent; do not just copy parts from the references. Instead, combine all the materials you read in a coherent way and write in your own understanding.

Notes:

· Each person should choose a different topic. 

· Each date indicated above must be followed. There will be a grade reduction for each in the case of being late. Each deadline is strict, so plan yourself accordingly.
· Informing me about the topic that you choose implies that you have already made some research and determined some references and papers about it up to that time. Just picking up randomly some topic without any research may make it very difficult for you later to understand it and to find related papers. (This is the reason why there is a long time period between the project announcement date and the date for informing me about the topic you choose.)
· The references used during the research must be listed at the end of the report.

· All the references (except books) must be sent in electronic form via e-mail. If you make use of a web site, copy all its content in a proper format into a document file and send to me. Do not send me just the web address.

· When writing the report, instead of summarizing the references one by one, you should combine them and write as a single coherent topic (like done in a survey paper). This is the most important part of the project. I expect a single coherent document that does not include any cut-and-paste parts and that is written in your own words. All quotations (sentences, paragraphs, figures, tables, etc.) from the references must be cited. That is, you must not include any material that is not yours without citing.
· After the reports are submitted, I may require a presentation for some of the reports.
